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Introduction 

Yasuni National Park is located in 
eastern Ecuador.  The Waorani
people live in a reserve set aside by 
the government, part of which lies 
within the national park  



Biological Diversity

Ecologists believe that the rainforest of eastern 
Ecuador is the most biologically diverse place on 
earth 

Yasuni National Park, “The Wildest Place On 
Earth,”  was featured in the January 2013 Issue of 
National Geographic: 

“The Park sits at the intersection of the 
Andes, the equator and the Amazon 
region, an ecological bull’s-eye where 
extremely rich communities of plants, 
amphibians, birds, and mammals in 
South America converge” 



Yasuni National Park 
is located in the only 
place in the world 
with peak diversity 
for all four groups:  
plants, birds, 
mammals and 
amphibians



My Trip to Yasuni 
In March 2015 my family had a chance to spend 
five days with a Waorani family that lives on the 
Shiripuno River in the heart of the Waorani
Reserve and Yasuni National Park:  the Tagaeri
Taromenane Intangible Zone  

This area is populated by uncontacted people and 
access to outsiders is only permitted with a 
Waorani guide.  Oil extraction, mining, road 
building and even airplane flights are prohibited 
here in an effort to maintain the natural state of 
the people and the land  



My Observations 

These are my photos and field 
notes of the plants and animals I 
encountered each day



Day One

We spent most of the first 
day traveling down the 
Shiripuno River in a 
motorized canoe  



Trees 

From the river we saw an amazing 
variety of trees of all sizes.  Many 
were covered in a green mass of 
orchids and vines.  Some identified 
by Cahuiya, our Waorani host, were: 
Cinnamon, Cedar, Ceiba, Banana,
Uña de Gato (Cat’s Claw), Chanca 
Piedra, Sangre de Grado, Rubber 
tree, the walking tree and many 
different types of palm trees 
including the Chonta palm  







Monkeys
The trees are home to many 
animals, including this monkey.  I 
compared this photo to those on 
the National Geographic website 
and I think it is probably a Poeppig’s
Woolly Monkey.  

We also heard howler monkeys, 
though we never saw them.  



Capuchin Monkeys 
Capuchin Monkeys (called Common 
Squirrel Monkeys) were the type of 
monkeys we saw the most.  They 
hang out in groups, playfully 
jumping around in the branches of 
trees 



More Capuchins



Turtles 
Hundreds of turtles sunning 
themselves on logs plopped into the 
water as our boat floated past.  

We also saw two caimans (similar to 
alligators) but they slipped into the 
water before I could photograph 
them



Butterflies
We saw many butterflies of all 
different shapes and colors flying in 
the air, but the only ones I could get 
photos of were ones like these that 
were on the ground 





Bird nests 
I saw many nests like these hanging 
from the branches of trees.  They are 
built out of twigs and grass by 
Oropendolas, black birds with yellow 
tails 



Another Bird 
This bird had its nest in a hole in a dead 
tree close to Cahuiya’s house  



Day Two
We went for a five hour hike into 
the forest with Cahuiya.  He 
showed us many different kinds 
of plants, animals and insects and 
explained the uses his people 
have for them.  He also pointed 
out the plants that different 
animals feed on and showed us 
the dozens of animal calls he 
knows.  

In the evening we went for boat 
ride on the river



Palm
Cahuiya used the leaves from this 
type of palm to make the roof on 
his house



Ayahuasca
This vine is used to make a 
hallucinogenic tea that shamans 
drink to have visions



Wasp Nest
Cahuiya told us that if you are out 
hiking and get really tired you can 
find a wasp and make it sting you to 
wake yourself up so you can keep 
going



Chonta Duro Tree
Right now is Chonta Duro season.  The 
Waorani boil the red, orange or yellow 
nut-like fruits that grow in big clusters 
on this kind of palm tree.  They then 
peal the fruits and mash up the 
stringy, bright-orange flesh, adding 
water to make Chicha to drink 



Orchids 
The trees in the forest are home to 
many different kind of orchids that 
grow high above the ground on 
their trunks and branches  



Monkey
Cahuiya called back and forth with 
this monkey (also a Poeppig’s Wooly 
Monkey, I’m guessing) as he located 
it and drew nearer and nearer with 
his blow-gun.  Luckily for the 
monkey, it escaped higher up into 
the trees before Cahuiya had a 
chance to shoot 



Tree 
Because of the acidity in the leaves 
of this tree (Cahuiya says), no plants 
are able to grow underneath it, 
making a nice little clearing in the 
forest’s otherwise dense 
underbrush.  The leaves taste 
vaguely like lemon  



Glow-in-the-Dark Tree
The trunk of this tree is covered in a 
white powder that can be rubbed 
off.  Cahuiya says that at night they 
glow in the dark, providing guidance 
when everything else is dark.  Even 
in the daytime, it is a contrast with 
its shady green surroundings  



“Lantern” 
A branch like the one my mom is 
holding from the tree mentioned in 
the last slide can be broken off and 
used as a lantern at night  



Cahuiya used the wood from this 
tree (a type of palm) to make the 
darts for his blow-gun  

Dart Tree



Snake Bite Plant 
When Cahuiya got bit by a 
poisonous snake he cured himself 
with tea made from this plant.  It 
took three days of treatment, but 
the only damage left from the 
ordeal is his diminished vision.  



Wairuros
These hard red seeds grow in pods 
on the Wairuro tree.  Cahuiya’s wife 
and daughters drill holes through 
them to use as beads  



Walking Tree
By sending out roots to be 
“planted” around its trunk this tree 
can move up to a few feet in its 
lifetime, in search of a better 
position for getting sunlight



Dragon Fly 



Water Vine 
When Cahuiya gets thirsty out in 
the forest all he has to do is cut 
open this vine to drink the clean, 
clear water that comes out.  



Medicinal Plant
The exposed roots of this tree are 
used to treat colds



Ant nest
This nest was built by thousands of 
tiny red ants.  Underneath it the 
ground is rooted up, evidence that 
an ant-eater had been there 
recently.  To eat the ants on the 
inside the ant-eater sticks its long 
nose up the hole on the bottom of 
the nest  



Vine
To make headbands like the one 
Cahuiya is wearing, he pulls down 
this vine that is hanging high up in a 
tree.  Then he cuts it into sections 
to take home, peals off the bark, 
slices the tender wood on the inside 
into long, thin strips, and weaves it 
together



Fruit
This fruit is eaten by monkeys and 
birds up in the trees and by puercos
(wild pigs) once it has fallen to 
ground 



Seeds



“Cocoon” 
This tower of mud was built by an 
insect that enters as a larva and 
comes out with wings.  This one is 
open on top which means that the 
bug has already flown out.  Cahuiya 
stuck a stick down into it and the 
whole goes down for about four 
and a half feet!  



Eggs
This white goop contains the eggs 
of some kind of insect or 
amphibian, Cahuiya isn’t sure 
exactly what  

Cahuiya also told us that the fish 
that live in little ponds like this turn 
into snakes and frogs when they 
mature  



Vine for Poison
Cahuiya uses this vine to make the 
poison that he puts on his darts to 
kill the animals, like monkeys, that 
he hunts  



Making Poison 
To make the poison Cahuiya first 
scrapes the bark off of the vine.  
Then he wraps the shavings in 
leaves and ties it in a funnel shape.  
He then attaches the bundle to 
sticks so that it stands straight up 
and sets a bowl underneath it to 
collect the poison.  Then he spits 
water into the top of the “funnel”.  
The liquid that slowly drips through 
the bottom into the bowl is dark 
black.  The last step is to boil the 
poison  



Papagayos
These bright, rainbow-colored macaws fly 
around in pairs  



Nests 
Here birds and wasps share the 
same tree



Tree with orchids 
There are hundreds of varieties of 
orchids in the rainforest



Heron 
Herons like this one live on the 
banks of the river  



Day Three

We went out fishing all 
day.  Everyone caught at 
least one fish. I was 
amazed by how many fish 
there were living naturally 
in the estuaries off the 
main river  



Fish
We caught at least five different 
kinds of fish, including piranhas   



Piranha 
These fish have sharp teeth







Watch out!
The spikes on this fish are 
poisonous  



Moth
The Spanish word mariposa is used 
for both moths and butterflies



Day Four 

We visited the home of 
Cahuiya’s uncle.  They 
have many pets 
including two 
papagayos (macaws), a 
green loro (parrot), a 
puchuchu (coati) and a 
boa constrictor  



Papagayo
The uncle caught this bird in the 
wild.  Now it lives on bananas in his 
house



Loro
Another family pet



Puchuchu
This coati lives inside the uncle’s 
house.  It is tied by a string to a stick 
anchored in the ground  



Boa
The uncle’s son keeps this small 
anaconda in a crate in the small 
stream near their house to show 
the tourists that visit his lodge 



Anaconda



Day Five
We woke up at 5:00 for 
the nine-hour trip back 
up river  



Butterfly 
One of many that we saw on our 
last day



Pokey Bug 
We saw this bug outside of the 
bathroom at a house we stopped at.  
It’s the strangest looking insect I’ve 
ever seen.  It was on a web, like a 
spider, and it looked like it had an 
ant or something in its mouth  



Moth 
My sister is holding this huge moth 
in her hand



Conclusion 

Yasuni National Park is home to an 
incredible variety of plants, 
mammals, birds and amphibians.  

I feel very lucky that I got to visit 
this amazing place and I hope to be 
able to go back again someday  
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