
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in  

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,  

and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8) 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Friends, 

 

How wonderful to be back among our neighbors 

living along the Colonso, Tena and Misahuallí 

Rivers!  We were a bit nervous about how we 

might be received after spending six months away.  

But seasonal migrations are fairly typical in the 

Ecuadorian rain forest and people seem to 

have accepted us back into their lives without 

hesitation.  

 

The Kichwa word minga is difficult to translate into English.  You could call it a work day.  Or 

perhaps it’s more like an Amish barn-raising.  On our first morning back at our rented 

farmhouse we saw a group of men huddled around the base of the hanging bridge which 

connects hundreds of village residents to their farms on our side of the river.  The bridge was in 

poor condition, as we realized the night before while lugging our bags from one side to the 

other.  One of the men invited Jerrell to help carry freshly-cut huarua, the bamboo-like tree 

used for the base of the bridge.  An hour later Jerrell found himself sweating and straining as he 

joined a team of neighbors heaving huge trunks down the muddy path behind our home.  By 

noon the project was finished and all were on their way up the trail to work in their fields or, in 

one case, to recover at home from an unexpected workout unlike anything found in a gym.   

 

Willy Horst once gave us the gift of a story about carrying a heavy log, part of the wisdom he 

gained while working in the Argentine Chaco for 39 years:  When a foreigner comes upon a 

group of indigenous people taking on a difficult task, the first temptation is to ask questions.   

 



Isn’t there a better way to move it?  Or why does the log 

have to be moved at all?  But a wise person simply takes 

his place alongside the others and helps to lighten their 

burden, if only a little.  We have returned to this nugget 

of advice many times and are grateful that on our first 

day back in the field we were reminded of it once again 

in a very tangible way.  This image is foremost in our 

minds as we begin the second year of our two-way 

mission here in the Amazonian rain forest.  Rather than 

marching in and offering new projects or programs, we 

are first asking: Where is God already at work in the 

local community and how can we join in?   

 

Jane and our children take a daily break from homeschool studies 

and share recess time with our Kichwa neighbors at the Atacapi 

School. Jane has already 

been invited to volunteer in 

two after-school programs 

operated by local churches.  

And our home itself has 

been a drop-in center for 

neighborhood children since the day we arrived.   

 

During our second week back, Jane and Jerrell joined a 

group at Dos Rios Church for a 4 am service of fasting and prayer led by Pastor Dorian Grefa.  It 

was an amazing experience and we gained new insights into the real prayer concerns of the 

church and the distinct cultural context in which this body of Christ is living out their faith and 

witness in the world.  Pastor Dorian has asked the two of us to lead the prayer time using Lectio 

Divina the next time they meet.  We’re excited to share a practice which has been meaningful 

to both of us on our own faith journeys.  Jerrell was also invited to give the message this 

Sunday, an opportunity to share a Christ-centered Anabaptist understanding of the gospel.  

Through our involvement with local churches and programs, we hope to contribute to a shared 

vision of what it means to be part of God’s kingdom, while encouraging indigenous believers to 

embrace their own unique paths and perspectives as God-given.   

 

We appreciate your prayers and support,  

 

Jane, Jerrell, Sierra, Naomi, Teresa and Jordan Ross Richer  

 

P.S.  You can see more photos and read other writings at 

www.twowaymission.net 


