
 

 

 
 

        Tena, Ecuador -- June 5, 2016 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

We hope this letter finds you well.  May you feel the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit 

today, and always.   

 

Shortly after sending our last letter, we traveled to a distant community to spend time with an 

indigenous church leader and his family deep in the rainforest.  Iter and Irene are native Cofán 

speakers who, just two years ago, felt called to lead the 

church in their village of Zábalo.  They have had no formal 

theological training and speak Spanish as a second language.  

Iter is an enthusiastic witness to Christ’s power to transform 

lives, including his own, and is eager to learn more about the 

Bible.  He and his son, Charles, are also talented musicians 

who enjoy playing guitar and singing in their own tongue.  

 

On our first morning in Zábalo we were introduced to Iter as well as the teacher and students at 

the one-room village school.  We agreed to tell Bible stories to the children after school each 

day and to meet with Iter to study the book of Matthew.  But first we were taken across the 

river to harvest plantains to make the staple drink 

called chucula.  By the end of our two and a half weeks 

in Zábalo we had eaten eight heads of plantains and 

bananas.  We had slowly and thoughtfully read the first 

five chapters of Matthew, comparing what we found 

most meaningful across cultures and perspectives.  

Jane had told stories from Genesis and Exodus as well 

as the Gospels to children ranging in age from 5 to 15.  

And we had worshiped God in a language and with a 

people whose culture goes back to the time of Christ. 



 

 
 

We also soaked in the beauty of the forest in what biologists consider the most biodiverse place 

on earth.  But the diversity extended much deeper than the trees – the Cofán culture is rich and 

ancient and our family was honored to spend time with indigenous Christians who still speak 

their own language and practice many of the hunting and gathering techniques handed down 

to them through countless generations, even as changes in technology and mindset are brought 

downriver by outsiders and the forces of globalization.   

   

You can thank God for many things: 

 A wonderful and challenging time with the Cofán people of Zábalo 

 The opportunity to introduce the president of the Council of 

Evangelical Indigenous Nations and Organizations of Ecuador 

(FEINE) to a group of Kichwa and Shuar pastors and church leaders 

during a meeting we organized here in the city of Tena 

 The chance to host Pastor Luis from the Quito Mennonite Church in 

our home 

 Success with various kinds of paperwork, including the two-year 

missionary visas we received last month. 

You can ask for God’s help us as we: 

 Travel to the Ecuadorian coast to spend a week at a children’s home in Manta, one of 

the many places damaged by the earthquake that shook the country on April 16 

 Prepare to return to Zábalo near the end of the month so we can continue our work 

with Iter and Irene and tell more Bible stories to the village children  

 Present a workshop at Quito Mennonite Church on our final weekend in Ecuador.  

May God’s Peace Be Upon You -- Jerrell, Jane, Sierra, Naomi, Teresa and Jordan Ross Richer 


